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The price of western® drugs and medical supplies in Nanning (108-16, 22-48),
Lungchou (106-56, 22-22), Paise (108-03, 22-06), and Chinghsi (1056-25, 23-09)

rose suddenly during the latter part of iugust 1950. DUrug dealers in these
cities attributed the price rise to large purchases made by the Ho Chi Minh
Government . They rcported that 21l their stocks of certain medicines,
particularly aspirin and quinine, had been sold. According to the drug:ists,
meny Viet Minh troops were suffering from malaria, and about 600 men had
died recently because of a quinine shortage.
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